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I.—Foreien Poritics, 
1236. The following is taken from the Indian Mirror :— 


be Whatever might be said of the lapses of Lord 
a = tems aad te Salisbury, the ez-Premier, it is admitted on all 
hands, that he made an almost ideal Foreign Secre- 
tary. ‘The new Premier, Mr. Balfour, is singularly devoid of any immediate 
acquaintance with foreign affairs, and his Foreign Secretary, Lord Lansdowne, 
holds the portfolio on sufferance. We are, therefore, little susprised at their 
letting slip away a fine opportunity of capturing the Shah of Persia, who 
to-day is a considerable figure in Europe-Asian politics. The Shah went out 
of his way to visit England, and was a sort of informal guest at the function 
which crowned the King, Civilities were exchanged between the two monarchs, 
But the entire affair was mismanaged, and as a special cablegram to the 
Indian Daily News has it, “the English statesmen showed themselves incom- 
petent to grasp the importance of the event.” The Shah will now be the 
Czar’s ‘‘ brother” more than ever! | 
1237. The Bengalee perceives a disposition on the part of Russia to 
_ abrogate the Anglo-Russian Agreement of 18738, 
oo designs upon Afghanis- under which she acknowledged Afghanistan as 
beyond the sphere of her influence, and to persist, 
notwithstanding defeats and disappointments, in her attempt to penetrate 
into Afghanistan. Evidently, continues the journal, the matter rests 
between England and Russia only, and the Amir, who is, of course, the part 
most interested, is not going to have any voice in the matter at all. But it 1s 
well-known that the Afghans impartially hate all Europeans, whether they be 
English or Russian or belong to any other nationality, and they are, therefore, 
not likely to bave Russians either as merchants or as lislometiets in their 


midst. Nor is the Amir likely to be a party to an arrangement which is sure 
to be keenly resented by his subjects. 


II.—Homg ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)— Police, 


InpiaN MIRROR, 
Srd Sept. 1902. 


BENGALBE, 
4th Sept. 1902. 


1238. The Weekly Chronicle (Assam) recommends the following points weex.r Curomcts, 


which call for reform in the Police of Assam, for 
the consideration of the local Committee of the 


Police Commission now sitting in Shillong: other suggestions will follow from 
time to time :— 


(1) Recruitment for the constabulary should be carried on with greater 
care and regard to the antecedents of the men offering them- 
selves for enlistment. 


(2) The pay of the constables should be increased to raise the men 
above temptation. : 


(3) The education of constables in their duties should be taken in hand, 
_ (4) The pension rules of this class of men should be more generous 


and should admit of their living in passable comfort on 
retirement. ) 


Police reform in Assam. 


1239. Referring to an article contributed by a Police Inspector in the 
Madras Mail on the subject of Police reform, the 
Bengalee remarks that the views of this writer, 
whom experience has taught, fall in with those of the educated community 
outside the service. It, however, does not egree with the writer on the utility 
of a Central Detective Bureau with a common head-quarters at Simla or 
Calcutta, but supports bim in the suggestion that a Special Detective Depart- 
ment should exist for each Presidency town and province. 

These and other suggestions the Bengalee recommends to the consideration 
of the Police Commission which will shortly assemble at Simla, and has no 
doubt that in the selection of witnesses by Provincial Committees, police 
officers, like the writer under notice, will be invited to speak out their minds 
without fear or favour. : 


Police reform. 


2nd Sept. 1902. 


BBSNGALBE, — 
6th Sept. 1902. 
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1240. The following remarks are taken from the Amrita Bazap 
Patrika :—- , 

The Police Commission holds its sittings in 
Bengal in the course of a month and-a-half. The leading men of the Province 
should therefore lose no time in studying the subject and preparing themselves 
for examination as witnesses, Just now they are wholly engrossed with the 
education question. But the Police Administration is an equally important 
matter. Indeed, the weal or woe of millions depends upon the way the police 
do their work, There are retired Deputy Magistrates and Police Inspectors 
who should also be ready to present themselves as witnesses and place their 
experiences of the working of the police before the Commission. The 
chaukidars now form a part and parcel of the regular police. And it isa 
notorious fact that, not only do these chaukidars serve badly the villagers 
who pay them, but many of them oftentimes try to put the latter into trouble 
in conjunction with the head-constables. So the inhabitants of important 
villages should also come forward to represent their grievances to the members 
of the Commission. | 


The Police Commission. 


(b)—Working of the Courts. 


1241. ‘The following is taken from the Amrita Bazar han pe ; 

A feeling of blank amazement takes possession 
ee ee of the mind adh one goes through the seer of 
the proceedings in the three Courts of lawin Allahabad—the Court of the 
Cantonment Magistrate, the Court of Sessions and the High Court— in the case 
of Babu Someshwar Das_ The first Court not only convicted Babu Someshwar 
of rioting but sentenced him to three months’ rigorous imprisonment with a 
fine of Rs. 500; the second Court reduced the term of imprisonment to one 
month; and the final Court has no doubt cancelled the sentence of imprison- 
ment but has allowed the fine of Ks. 500 to stand, while the presiding Judge, 
of his own motion, without any suggestion from the Crown, has directed the 
accused, Lala Someshwar Das, to execute a bond for the sum of Rs. 5,000, with 
two sureties, each for a sum of Rs 2,500, for keeping the peace during a period 
of two years. Nor.is this all. All the three Judges, from the Cantonment 
Magistrate to his Lordship of the High Court, have assumed a tone of horror 
in their respective judgments on the case, which is simply astonishing. And 
all this, not because there was any riot at all, but because it was fancied that a 
riot might have occurred! How it came about we do not know, but the 
language used by the Courts goes to show that a great riot was impending 
which had been providentially averted. 

1242. The BSengalee makes the following comments on the judgment of 
Lig the High Court of Allahabad in this case:— 

We must confess that the order of Mr. Justice 
Burkitt has filled us with amazement. He quashes the sentence, but 
makes an order under section 106 of the Criminal Procedure Code, whose 
provisions are resorted to only when there is imminent risk of a breach 
of the peace being committed by the person who is thus bound down. 
Lala Someshwar held and exercised judicial offices and powers ; he is a respect: 
able gentleman of high social position, and his antecedents have not been 
shown to be such as to require the enforcement of the provisions of section 106, 
Criminal Procedure Code, ugainst him. The order of Mr. Justice Burkitt 
inflicts an indignity upon him for which apparently no sufficient justification 

exists. It is unfortunate that a European was a complainant in the case. 
1243. With reference to this case the Amrita Bazar Patrika gives some 
Ria. advice to Indian landlords not to let out their 
} houses to Europeans or, if that is not practicable, 

to avoid personaldealings with them. yar 

Babu Someshwar, who used to walk with his head erect,—for he was ® 
favourite of the British Government, one of its trusted servants and the grand- 
‘son of a benefactor of that Government,—will have got a lesson which Indians 
in high position are not likely to forget easily. The lesson is that an Indian, 
however high his rank, sbould keep himself aloof from Europeans as far a4 
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possible, and that his safest course lies in always maintaining an attitude of 


submission towards them. That the punishment awarded to him gave great 


satisfaction to a certain section of the European community will appear from 
newspaper comments, 


It is quite true that Babu Someshwar Das has been convicted of what is 
called “ constructive riot” by three successive Courts of Allahabad, including 
the High Court, and the Judges presiding over them honestly. arrived at their 
respective decisions. But our honest conviction, after having gone through the 
evidence, 1s that it was not at all necessary to convict Babu Someshwar and 
deal with him so severely in order to uphold the majesty of law and justice. 


Indeed the result of the trial will serve no useful purpose, but only do unmiti- 
gated mischief all along the line. 


1244. With reference tothe judgment of Mr. Justice Burkitt, of the 
Allahabad High Court, who expressed the opinion 
that Babu Someshwar Das had committed a serious 
breach of the peace when by his servants whom he personally encouraged and 


assisted a riotous assault was committed on Mr. Dela Fosse, the Amrita 
Bazar Patrika writes :— 


Now, what respectable gentleman would be safe in the face-of such a 
finding? A servant commits an offence, in protecting the property of his 
master, and the latter is havled up for the doings of the former. He is 
convicted and gibbeted to infamy on the mere statement of the complainant. 
Such a fate has overtaken Lala Someshwar. It may also overtake any house- 
owner, landholder, or banker, or any gentleman who has a servant or an agent 
to act on his behalf. The people of Allahabad should not sleep over the 
precedent laid down by Mr. Justice Burkitt. It means serious danger to their 
life, liberty and property. It does not afiect Babu Someshwar alone but the 
whole Indian community. Anyone may awake one morning and find himself 
in the position of this much-wronged gentleman. The leading men of the 
United Provinces should seriously consider the situation and take all legitimate 
steps for their protection. | 


A dangerous precedent. 


1245. Reverting to the sentence of whipping passed by Mr. Thomas, 
Joint-Magistrate of Monghyr, and carried out 
before the result of the man’s appeal to the District 
and Sessions Judge could be known, the Amrita 


Mr. Thomas, Joint-Magistrate 
of Monghyr. 


Bazar Patrika writes:— 


Barbarous as the punishment of whipping is, it has been rendered simp! 
shocking by empowering trying Magistrates to inflict it then and there. e 
cannot conceive why this extraordinary power is vested in them. Here is a 
much needed reform in the cause. of humanity. By providing that ever 
Magistrate should postpone executing his order till the result of the prisoner's 
appeal is known, the Legislature may take away one of the cruel stings from 
this barbarous measure. The local Government may, in the meantime, issue 
an executive order to that effect to all Magistrates possessing whipping powers. 
In the Monghyr case the Lieutenant-Gevernor will, we dare say, divest 
Mr. ‘Thomas of these powers which he has used so improperly, 


1246. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes that the action of the Hon’ble 
Justice Henderson, who presided over the last 
Calcutta Criminal Sessions, in two murder cases, 
has caused surprise and evoked criticism in many 
circles. In one of these cases he first sentenced the accused to the extreme 
penalty of the law and then said he would submit the 7" recommendatiun 
for mercy to the Government, Why could he not have inflicted a less severe 
sentence? In the other case, he found the provocation ‘‘ grave, not sudden,” 
and with regard to this point, the ’atrika says: — 


Mr. Justice Henderson in two 
murder cases. 


Now, in the petition of the prisoner from the prison for mercy, we find | 


the following :— 


That when your memorialist entered the room where his wife was then living, he found 
the said Golam Mehomed Khalifa who had destroyed all the peace and happiness of his life 
and home, in the same room and in the same bed with your memorialist’s wife. | 


Amrita Bazap 
PaTRIKA, 


Sth Sept. 1902. 


AMRITA BazaR 
PATRIKA, 


5th Sept. 1902. 


Amrpita BaZaB 
PaTBIKA, 


Sth Sept. 1902, 


————— 


AMRITA BaZARB 
PaTRIKA, 


7th Sept. 1902. 


Mo8LEM CHRONICLE, 
23rd Aug. 1902. 


East, 
3lst Aug. 1902. 


POWER AND GuaR- 
DIAN, 


Slat Aug. 1902. 


‘Wi A HinD0o Patriot, 
| : ; Ist Sept. 1902. 
t 
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That the very sight of the seducer in the arms of my wife maddened me and destroyed 


ali my self-control, and your memorialist’s memory is a blank as to what he did next. 


V bat the Indian public cannot explain is—If this be not sudden provoca- 


tion, what is! We fear men of flesh and biood, no matter however high their 
position or great their education, will, in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, 
act much in the same way as Golam Mahomed did, for human nature is akin 
all the world over. We may add here that in addition to the representation 
made by the condemned man, another largely signed memorial has been sub. 
nitted to the Bengal Government on his behalf by the Calcutta public. 


1247, The Amrita Bazar Patrka concludes in the following terms, 
lengthy criticism of the judgment of the Additional 


The Barisal Hitaishi case. District and Sessions Judge of Backergunge, on 


the appeal of the Editor of the Barisal HMitaisht against the sentence of four 
months’ imprisonment passed upon him by the Deputy Magistrate of Barisal for 
defamation. 


What a picture! Mr. Weatheral aud Judge Temple and Mrs. Temple are 


fast friends. The former has a big case pending before Mr. Temple, And 
yet the case of Mrs. Temple is made over to her and her husband’s friend 
for trial! ‘To say the least, surely this did not look quite decent, And what is 
still more startling is, that the Deputy Magistrate finds that the Editor of 
the Hituishi committed a libel, because, in the interests of the public, he said 
that, considering all circumstances, it was not possible for Mr. Weatheral to keep 
the balance of his judicial mind even, Mr. Platel has done a public service 
by his very able and just remarks on this part of the case and by indirectly 


complimenting the Editor of the Hitaisht for having exposed a scandalous 
state of affairs. 


(d)—LEducation. 


1248. The Moslem Chronicle is constrained to remark that the drastic and 

abate _. retrograde change contemplated by the Universities 

ees Universities Commissions C ommission’s Report 1s as uncalled for by the 

peculiar circumstances and economic conditions 

of the people of this country, as it is equally unwarranted by the collective 

weight of the evidence tendered before the Commission. 

1249. The ast remarks, with reference to Mr. Pedler’s proposal to 

a establish two more Entrance schools for girls in the 

: nes eee Beeal. inthe eastern districts of Bengal, that such aD. addition 

to the number of such existing institutions is quite 

unnecessary and will involve considerable outlay while it will be attended 

with little good. It likewise condemns the action of the Education Depart- 

ment in reducing the course of studies in training schools to two years, as if 
the training of pandits is of no account, 


1250. Criticising the recommendations of the Universities Commission, 
_ .. Lower and Guardian cannot understand why it 1s 
PR bea seg of the Universities proposed to confer on the Director of Public 
Instruction the power to distribute the patronage 
of the Government—why that officer more than any other should be consi- 
dered competent to judge of the qualifications of candidates for the public 
service. If adopted, this proposal will throw the whole Indian community 
into confusion and prove completely revolutionary. Again, from the proposed 
constitution of the Syndicate, it is clear that on the arbitrary will of the Director 
of Public Instruction hinges the whole question of University education, 50 
this single officer is first to decide how students are to be educated and then 
employed under Government. This combination of functions in one man 
will result in evils such asthe country is reaping in the combination of the 
judicial and executive powers. 


1251. The Hindoo Patriot urges on the different sections of the commu- 


nity—the teachers, graduates as well as the Senators 


Public meetings and the Uni- : ° : 
eanity: Comailniien’s deemed. of the Calcutta University to lose no time to ask 


ations, Government to suspend judgment on the Report 
_ of the Universities Commission until the public have — 
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oe 7% adequate opportunities of laying its suggestions and objections 
ore it. 

1252. The following paragraph is taken from the Amrita Bazar Patrika :— 
As we said, the meeting held the other day at 
the Town Hall at the instance of the British 


. _,, Indian Association, to consider the recommenda- 
tions of the Universities Commission, was only a preliminary one, to be 


followed by others. A conference on the subject will shortly he held, from 
which those who are considered interested parties—unjustly we should say— 
will be rigorously excluded. The object of the conference will be to 
organize a systematic agitation on the subject. As the object of the Govern- 
ment is very noble—to impart a sound education to the people of this country 
—we do not see why the authorities and the people should disagree. 
1253. Referring to the public meeting held at Berhampore under the pre- 
vate sidency of the Hon’ble Maharajah Manindra Chunder 
tee: Nundi of Cossimbazar to consider the recommenda- 
tions of the Universities Commission, the Bengaice says: Itis a happy sign 
that in this matter there is absolute concord between all sections of the com- 
munity, between the aristocracy and the middle class. They realize that the 
are threatened with a grave crisis, and they have patriotically united for a 
common purpose. 


1254. With reference to the recent Graduates’ meeting at the-Senate 
Hall, the Indian Mirror says that it could be seen 
that the prevailing feeling with the graduates 
assembled was not a cause of personal quarrel, but a cause of quarrel on behalf 
of their children, Why, they exclaimed in effect, should our sons and daughters 


The Universities Commission’s 
Report. 


The Graduates’ meeting. 


be deprived of the educational facilities and advantages which we ourselves — 


enjoy, and by virtue of which we have not only promoted our own interests, 
but also served the State with fidelity and distinction, We are, concludes the 
Mirror, conscious that Government is becoming more and more self-opinionated, 
and more and more autocratic year after year. Butit will have to reckon with 
the proceedings of this particular meeting under notice. We can only hope 
that wisdom will prevail and the misgivings of the people will be dismissed as 
idle imaginings. | 

| 1255. The Bengalee refers as follows to the 
Graduates’ meeting :— 


The speeches were marked by a sense of sobriety anda fine and well- 
balanced perception of the proportion of things. There was throughout a 
disposition to render unto Cesar the things that are Czesar’s and to give 
credit to the Commission where it is entitled to credit. ‘The meeting expressed 
its general appreciation of the recommendations of the Universities Com- 
mission relating to residence, discipline and higher training at the Universities, 
but felt constrained to record its protest against the abolition of the second 
grade colleges, the disaffiliation of the Law Classes, the restriction of the area 
of high education and the officializing of the Universities and the educational 
system of the country. The Commission has in this matter shown a 
magnanimous disregard of facts and an inexplicable ignorance of human 
nature. 


Ibid. 


(¢)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


1256. Adverting to the desire expressed that the 28 Municipal 
aR Pee a sacmanaart pigg of Calcutta should return to a 
: ommissioners of the Corporation, the Amrila Bazar Pairika says that 
ek eee the gone of the native quarter can never be 
improved by the representatives if they now return to their former office, 
because they have been divested of all the authority they possessed before. 
Indeed, the Commissioners are now nowhere in the Corporation—they are mere 
cyphers. It should also be borne in mind that the Government brought 
certain serious and specific charges against the late Commissioners which it 
has not retracted. How can they, with an iota of self-respect in their 
constitution, join the Municipality again, when the slur still sticks to them ? 


AMBITA Bazak, 
PaTRIKA, 


2nd Sept. 1902. 


BENGALBEB, 
Srd Sept. 1902. 


INDIAN MIRROR, 
5th Sept. 1902. 


BENGALEB, 
6th Sept. 1902. 


AmEiTa BazaR 
PaTRixa, 


Srd Sept. 1902. 
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1257. Enquiring into the cause of = heavy os among infants 
a lle in Indian Presidency towns, the Bengalee assumes 
Infant mortality in adie. that among the causes at work in Calcutta may be 
described poverty, want of healthy food and sanitary dwellings and impure 
milk which are all more or less preventible if the Health Department knew 
its duty. 
1258. The only way that the Hindoo Patriot perceives of turning the 
present tide of feeling against the Calcutta lanclord 
is by making Commerce and Trade own houses— 
‘6 Make those innocent commercial travellers have some real and permanent stake 
in the city and the country, and they will understand the landlord’s blood- 


thirsty propensity vetter and participate in them with greater relish, gusto 
and zest.” 


The rapacious landlord. 


(g)—Ratlways and Communication, including Canals and Irrigation. 


1259. The Bengalee supports the petition of the inhabitants of Kalighat, 

: Chetla and the adjoining villages addressed to the 

ee Director of Railway ‘I'ratiic, Simla, protesting 

against the permanent location of the Tolly’s Nulla station in its present site, 

and praying for its removal to a more convenient place close to the railway 
bridge over the canal, on the ‘lollygunge road. 


(h)— General. 


1260. In the opinion of the Last the settlement of the question of 
educational reform in this country by the Gov- 
ernment of India is sure to affect the relation that 
exists between it and the educated community 
either for better or worse. It earnestly appeals alike to the Government and 
the representatives of the educated community that the question should be 
dealt with most carefully and guardedly by both the parties. 


1261. Adverting to the next Opium Examination at which only Europeans 
and Eurasians are eligible to compete, Power and 
Guardian says that the distinction here made is a 
direct contradiction of the late Queen’s Proclamation. 


“After this, let not high officials hold tall talk with regard to the 
impartiality observed in making appointments to public offices. Indians of 
_ blood can be trusted in the Foreign Office, but not in the Opium 

epartment ! Surely the ways of the Indian officials are all riddles to us, 
poor pigmies.” 

1262. The Weekly Chronicle (Assam) objects to the nominations of the 
District Registrar and the Inspector-General of 
Registration for the Rural Sub-Registrarship of 


| Jagganathpur, on the ground that both the men 
have no experience of their work and are besides men with local interests. 


It cannot understand why outsiders should be taken on when there are men 
more deserving in every way in the department itself ; for instance, Babu 
Chandra Mohan Chaudhuri who has been pronounced by his official superiors 


The Governmert and the edu- 
cated community. 


The Opiom Examination. 


The Sub-Registrarship of Jag- 
ganath pur. 


as efficient for the appointment, 


1263. The same paper controverts the opinion of the Civil Surgeon 
of Sylhet, that the increase of deaths from 
smallpox was due to the inoculations practised 
by ganaks. It says that the increase was 


The Sanitary Report of Assam 
for 1901. in a 


principally due to the P ecmcensaed | methods under which vaccination operations 


were performed, and Government would do well to recognise the services of 
the  ganaks instead of entering upon a crusade against them. As to 
indoctrinating the people with the simple rules which add as wuch to their 
comfort as to the decency of their domestic life, the. Chronicle suggests 
that : the practice of granting rewerds for this purpose, which was tried so 
succéssiully by Sir Macworth Young in the Punjab, be introduced in selected 


( 
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tracts in Assam. Money rewards will have the effect of Overcoming native 
prejudices and would go a long way towards recommending sanitary measures. 


1264. The Amrita Bazar Patrika points out, with reference to the 


ve Viceroy’s proposal to feed the poor and the school 

woman — children, that, in this country, even the poor are too 
proud to attend dinners without invitations, and such is the pride of the people 
in this respect, that, if a poor man is made to take part in such dinners, he 


would think himself eternally disgraced, The same observations hold good 
with regard to schoolboys, 


If the manner of celebrating the Coronation had been left to the people 
themselves, they would do so not by festivities, but by works of public utility. 
They would have collected funds, called them Coronation Funds, and utilized 
them in such a way as to secure some permanent benefit for themselves. 


1265. Passing from the subject of the cost of the Indian guests at the 
, King’s Coronation, which it says will not after all 

f the Ind t , ; 
te Kings Coronation and be entirely borne by the British Exchequer, as 
Soxmelleng Waal the it first supposed, the Jndian Mirror refers as follows 
cei ctiad to the announcement that pensioned Indian 
officers, such as are not the special guests of Government, will be allowed room 


in some camp at the forthcoming Darbar, but that all other expenses must be 
borne by them including travelling cbarges :— 


We suppose this decision has been arrived at not without considerable 
hesitation on the part of Government. Economy is a virtue to be commended. 


But there is hardly any economy to be perceived in the Delhi show. And it 
strikes us, that oftener than not, the Government of India is penny-wise and 
pound-foolish. The entertainmeut of ‘‘ Native” officers would not cost a tithe 
of the money that will have to be lavished on guests from Europe. These 
“Native” pensioned officers have deserved well of the State. Their loyalty 
is unimpeachable, and the least of their rewards should have been free enter- 
tainment at the Coronation Darbar in honour of the King-Emperor whose 
servants and slaves they are proud to have been ! 


1266. Adverting to the charge that Indian papers, while indulging in 
destructive criticism, never attempt at suggesting 


remedies, the Behar Herald asks what good purpose 
is served by tendering advice when there is no one to listen to it now-a-days? 


Have not, it asks, all Government officers—down to the meanest clerk—been 
advised not to pay heed to newspaper chatterings ? 


1267. The Amrita Bazar Patrtka points out that the exclusion of Indians 


from volunteer corps, of Indian Magistrates from 
wen of race-feeling in districts in which there are subordinates claiming 


European descent, or where there are European 
residents, the use by the Viceroy himself of the obnoxious term ‘‘native” in 


reference to ‘‘ Indian ;” the verdicts of ‘‘ Cossitola juries,” and the fact that an 
erm has no chance against a European, are all contributing to deepen race 
feeling in India, and have led the Government into inextricable difficulties, 


The Government is obliged to pass measures, it says,in favour of European 
offenders as against the Indian. 


1268. The Bengalee reviews the article under this heading from the, pen 

: of Mr, A. P. Sen, Barrister-at-law, in the }es¢- 

PP English education breed y¢ngter Review, and finds that Mr. Sen has done a 

_— service to his fellow-countrymen by removing a mis- 

conception which is partly the progeny of ignorance and partly of unreasoning 
distrust and suspicion. 

1269. The Bengalee, referring to the refusal of the Government of India 

to transmit the Coronation address of the Indian 


Native newspaper criticism. 


The Government of India and 


the Generemens of Association to His Majesty the King, on the ground 


that it contains allusions to topics of a controversial 


nature, says :— 


Are His Majesty’s lege subjects to be forbidden, by the fiat of the 
die, to approach their Sovereign with the prayer for a boon, 
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because, forsooth, the boon is one which the Government of India may not see 
their way to confer and may think fit to set down as controversial? It seems to 
us to be an interference with the right of the subject which is unwarrantable 
and unconstitutional and the wisdom of which we are not able to appreciate 
It is the indefeasible right of every British subject to address his Soverejon. 
provided the address is loyal and courteous, It is not within the right of any 
authority, however high and distinguished, to stand between him and his 
Sovereign and to intercept any loyal address which he may wish to present, 
provided it is in the proper form and submitted through the regular channel, 

It then publishes. in parallel columns, the rejected address and the one pre- 
sented to Her late Majesty on the occasion of Her Jubilee in 187, which asked 
for a political concession and which was welcomed by the Government of Lord 
Dufferin, a government that was in no way inferior to the present govern- 
ment in statcsmanlike capacity, or in its regard for constitutional forms. 


IV.—Native Starrs, 


1270. It will strike every Indian, says the Indian Mirror, that the Coron- 
, _ ation of the King has been the cause of an extra. 
PR Coronation and the Indian ordinary strain on the purse of Indian Chiefs, and 
has brought them absolutely no compensation, 
These very Chiefs will have to attend the Coronation Darbar at Delhi. There 
are a few among them whom the journal could name, who were poor enough 
before the Coronation contingencies set in, but whose resources have been 
cruelly crippled since,,and who expect the Government of India to set them 
again on their legs by means of bounties or loans. The Mirror confesses it 
looks forward with fear to the Delhi Darbar for more reasons than one. The 
plague is every where recrudescent. Rains are falling, but there is no predict: 
ing thut famine conditions have passed away. ‘The Chiefs need husbanding 
all their resources. Must, then, there be a show of rejoicing, while a prolonged 
tragedy is still being enacted in the land ? | 
1271. The Bengalee draws attention to the grave injustice which has been 
tsa ddl santa da Yedens done to the Dowager Maharani of Indore and the 
ous Princess Sabitri. It is alleged that five lakhs of 
rupees of the former 0 have been confiscated, while the latter has been 
pressed to transfer the two lakhs of rupees, her marriage dowry, to the State 
or lose the interest on it. That these extraordinary and erratic proceedings 
should be indulged in ard meet with the support of the British Government is 
only possible, says the journal, under the dual control which now exists at 
Indore. It concludes:— : 


The only justification for British intervention is the improvement of the 
administration of Native State. But, if under a dual control, there is no 
improvement and the law of convenience and favouritism is substituted for 
that of right and justice, all justification for British intervention is at an end, 
and the public will soon come to regard the remedy as worse than the disease. 

1272. The Bengalee publishes the facts of a case which occurred at Indore 
as illustrating its complaint about the inconvenience 
of a dual Government in that State. 

A house was sold in execution of a decree to a chaprass of the Court which 
carried out the execution sale. Under the Indore as well as the British Penal 
Code, it is illegal for officers concerned in execution sales to bid for or buy 
property at such sales and such purchases are made penal. Why therefore 
was not this sale nullified and the penal laws enforced against the chaprasi ? 
Furthermore, it is alleged that, when the Haqrasi Court recommended the 
Sadar Court to set aside the sale as irregular and illegal, and the latter wrote 
to the Darbar, it was ordered not to interfere with the proceedings. The case 
needs the most thorough sifting, in view of the grave irregularities which have 
been coramitted and which, unless cleared up, must reflect discredit upon the 
administration. | 
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Alleged irregularities at Indore. 
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